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Solons Draw Average of $22,500 During Session

By EDWIN S. CAPPS

Capitol News Service
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the 79 members who were in N——
the house all year. The aver-
age in the senate was $22,472
for the 39 senators who were
members all years.

In addition, members are
+  provided state-leased automo-
i  biles and charge their gaso-
line and oil on state credit
cards. Maintenance and re-
pairs are included in the lease
price. In the senate, mem-
bers must pay lease costs in
excess of $200 per month.
1 Two members drew totals
of more than $24,000 for the
year, while 23 members had
totals of more than $23,000.
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THE BULK of the money
was paid in salary, which is
$16,000 a year, and living ex-
penses while in session. The
latter is $25 per day, seven
days a week, and amounted to
about $6,000-86,100 for most
members.

Members are paid their $25
daily living expenses even if
they do not attend sessions,
provided they are excused on
“legislative business.” Lead-
ers in the two houses were
concerned during the year
about the high rate of absen-
teeism but apparently most of
this was on legislative busi-
ness, as most members col-

- lected almost the total living
expenses.

The bookkeeping system on
legislative expenses in 1967
included a new “miscellan-
eous” category, which was
supposed to cover travel
other than in the leased car,
other car rentals, and inci-
dental expenses.

Assemblyman Joe A. Gon-
salves (D-La Mirada), whose

. total draw of $24,107 placed
him second from highest, had
the biggest miscellaneous”ex:
penses for the year, with
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BECAUSE THE legislature
was in session throughout
most of the year, there was
not the normal aetivity of in-
terim committees. Members
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Will View
 Taft Film

“Stand Up for Freedom,” a )
film narrated by Ezra Taft|| °
Benson, former Secretary of| | \)“‘
Agriculture, will be shown
Monday, Jan, 15, at a meet-
ing of the United Republi-
cans of California 496.

The meeting will be held at
the home of Mr, and Mrs.

William A. Hardesty, 23021
Huber Ave. at 8 p.m.
Norman A. DeWitt, presi-

< dent of the local unit, will
s conduct a brief business
meeting prior to the program.
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